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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:PDEV, SY, US 
SUBJECT:NATIONAL DAY MESSAGE 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT ASAD AT 
APPROPRIATE TIME PRIOR TO APRIL 17. QUOTE DEAR 

MR. PRESIDENT: ON BEHALF OF ALL AMERICANS I WOULD LIKE 
TO EXPRESS TO YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF SYRIA MY WARM BEST 
WISHES ON THIS CELEBRATION OF YOUR NATIONAL DAY. AS THE 
LEADER OF A COUNTRY WHICH, LIKE SYRIA, WON ITS OWN 
INDEPENDENCE AFTER A LONG STRUGGLE, I CAN APPRECIATE HOW 
GRATIFIED YOU MUST BE ON THIS IMPORTANT OCCASION. I TRUST 
THAT IN THE COMING YEAR RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
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WILL CONTINUE TO EXPAND IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF COOPERATION, 
INCREASED MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND DEVOTION TO THE CAUSE 
OF PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. SINCERELY, IIMMY CARTER UNQUOTE 

2. WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE BUT HAS NO 
OBIECTION TO RELEASE BY SARG. 

VANCE 
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